
Weak/Red Flag Acceptable Superior

Interest and Goals

Student does not demonstrate an 

understanding of ECE. They do not 

communicate why they are interested in 

ECE. Student does not communicate long-

term goals for their future, or makes no 

effort to connect their goals to their 

interest in ECE. Student provides no 

evidence, either philosophical or 

experiencial, to support their ability to 

pursue the ECE major.

Student demonstrates an understanding 

of ECE and communicates an interest in 

ECE. Student articulates long-term goals 

for their future, but doesn't draw a clear 

connection between their interest in ECE 

and their goals, or their interests may only 

be tangentially related to those goals. 

Student provides some evidence, either 

philosophical or experiencial, to support 

their ability to pursue the ECE major

Student demonstrates a strong 

understanding of ECE and communicates 

an interest in ECE. Student articulates long-

term goals for the future and draws a clear 

connection between their interest in ECE 

and their goals. Student provides strong 

evidence, either philosophical or 

experiencial, to support their ability to 

pursue the ECE major.

Essay 1:	Describe what drives you to become an electrical and computer engineer. How do your long-term goals align with this course of study? How 

you have prepared yourself for the rigors of this course of study? You may include academics, co-curricular activities, work or other experiences as 

evidence.



Weak/Red Flag Acceptable Superior

Inclusion

Student does not communicate a value for 

diversity. Student makes no effort to 

describe why inclusion is important for a 

team, or expresses views counter to this 

value.

Student expresses a value for diversity. 

Student communicates the importance of 

promoting inclusion in teams, but may not 

clearly connect this idea to a recognition 

of past exclusions that have ocurred. 

Student provides example(s) of how they 

have worked to include others in a team 

setting.

Student articulates a clear commitment to 

encouraging diverse viewpoints and 

perspectives. They demonstrate a 

recognition that some experiences and 

perspectives have been excluded from 

teams in the past, and clearly 

communicate the importance of 

promoting the inclusion of these 

experiences and perspectives in a team. 

Student provides example(s) of how they 

have worked to include others with 

diverse perspectives in a team setting.

Collaboration

Student does not articulate the ability to 

work effectively in a team. Student makes 

no effort to discuss their relevant 

strengths and how these might differ from 

others, or expresses views counter to this 

value.

Student articulates the ability to work 

effectively in a team or the impoartance of 

improving their teamwork skills. Student 

recognizes their collaborative strengths 

and preferences and recognizes that 

others may have differing strengths. 

Student provides example(s) of how they 

have collaborated with others in a team 

setting.

Student articulates the ability to work 

effectively in a team or the importance of 

improving their teamwork skills. Student 

demonstrates a clear understanding of 

their collaborative strengths and 

preferences, an understanding that others 

may have differing strengths, and explains 

how they could collaborate with others to 

maximize the contributions of all members 

of a team. Student provides example(s) of 

how they have collaborated with others in 

a team setting.

Essay 2: Describe what it means to be part of an inclusive and collaborative team and how you would contribute to that team. Please share an example 

from your experience to illustrate. 



Note: The higher of the two scores (perserverance vs. innovation) will be counted.

Weak/Red Flag Acceptable Superior

Grit/Perseverance

Student does not demonstrate an ability 

to persevere when faced with a challenge. 

They either make no effort to describe 

how they would respond when faced with 

a challenge, or describe unhealthy or poor 

decision-making processes in response to 

a challenge.

Student demonstrates their ability to 

persevere when faced with a challenge. 

They provide an explanation of how they 

respond when faced with a challenge in 

order to achieve their intended outcome. 

Student may also articulate an ability to 

learn from previous failures. Student 

provides example(s) of how they have 

persevered when faced with a challenge.

Student demonstrates their ability to 

persevere when faced with a challenge. 

They provide a clear explanation of how 

they initially respond when faced with a 

challenge, their thought process for 

identifying potential next steps, and how 

they make a decision toward achieving 

their intended outcome. Student may also 

demonstrate a belief that "failure" is 

separate from "being a failure," and 

articulates an ability to learn from 

previous failures. Student provides 

example(s) of how they have persevered 

when faced with a challenge.

Innovation

Student does not demonstrate an ability 

to innovate or find creative solutions to 

problems. Student may identify solutions 

that are not their own without giving 

credit, attempts to use the same solution 

used previously without consideration for 

the problem they are facing, or provides 

other evidence counter to this value.

Student demonstrates an ability to 

innovate and find creative solutions to 

problems. They identify how they would 

use critical thinking in response to a 

problem to think through potential 

solutions in order to find an outcome. 

Student provides example(s) of a time in 

which they found an innovative solution to 

a problem.

Student demonstrates a clear ability to 

innovate and find creative solutions to 

problems. They identify how they would 

use critical thinking in response to a 

problem to think through potential 

solutions in order to find an optimal 

outcome. They also articulate an ability to 

research previously held knowledge 

surrounding the issue in order to 

determine which solutions may have been 

attempted before. Student provides 

example(s) of a time in which they found 

an innovative solution to a problem.

Essay 3: Describe a time when you were challenged and how you persevered or found an innovative solution. 


